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School of Golden Touch? A Study of School’s Effectiveness in Improving

Students” Academic Performance

.......................................... Xie Guihua & Zhang Yangyang 141

Abstract: This paper is aimed to explore whether different schools have different
effectiveness in improving students” academic performance and if so which factors
might affect schools” effectiveness. Using data from China Educational Panel Study
( CEPS) this research examines the influence of various school elements on the
dynamic changes of junior high school students” academic performance. It finds that

schools with higher socioeconomic status better academic quality of students enrolled

and more complete school facilities are more effective in improving students” academic
performance. Meanwhile the research also reveals that the rankings of schools at local
community the average quality of school teachers and part of school academic—related
practice dont have significant influence on schools effectiveness. In sum this research
extends the previous studies of students” educational attainment from focusing on
students” performance to focusing on the change of performance and proves the
important roles played by quality of enrolled students and individual/aggregated family

socioeconomic status in improving students” academic performance.
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Abstract: Scholars in sociology of health have increasingly adopted a longitudinal and
historical approach to explore the mechanisms of health inequality. This study has
proposed a life-course theory of dual cumulative disadvantage. The author argues that
not only early life misfortune has durable effects on individual health throughout the
lifespan  the cumulative disadvantage over the lifespan due to the early life misfortune
also increases individual health inequality. It is this dual interaction between the early
life misfortune and its effects over the lifespan that explains the persistent health
inequality in our society. To illustrate this theoretical model the study use data from the
CHARLS (2011 —2014) to analyze health inequality among Chinese adults age 40 to 80
to show that early life misfortune indeed has a significant and negative impact on
individual health. The study also has demonstrated that the increase in both number of
cases and time of exposure of early life misfortune will result in significant and negative
impact on individual health. Specifically the early life misfortune leads to a significant
decrease in life opportunities such as education employment and social-economic

status  which further erodes individual health. Consequently the early life misfortune
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