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Abstract: The form of corruption evolves in the continuous games with anti-corruption. With the
change of institutional environment caused by corruption, a salient symptom of corruption in
current China is its fission:corruption spreads from individuals to groups and then to the whole
organization, from lower-level administrators to higher-level leaders according to the managerial
logic. In essence, corruption fission is an on-going process during which the corrupt actors
produce and reproduce the corruption networks by committing illegal interest exchanges. This
article develops a social exchange analysis to this phenomenon and attempts to answer two basic
questions: why and how corruption in China takes on a form of fission.

Social exchange theory, to some extent, integrates and complements the rational choice
perspective, the organizational institutional perspective and the social network perspective,

providing a relatively complete theoretical framework to explain the dynamics and tactics
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underpinning the corruption fission. Two main dynamics have been identified, namely the
internal dynamic and the external dynamic. Specifically, the internal dynamic, regarding the
corrupt actors as the fission initiators, demonstrates that they tend to embed themselves into the
multi-level corruption networks by seeking for the cover-up and assimilating the immediate
colleagues, so as to establish offensive and defensive alliances to make their illegal exchange
safer. By contrast, the external dynamic, seeing the corrupt actors as the diffusion receivers,
indicates that those who are embedded in the family or acquaintance networks and restricted by
the ethical norms of quanzi, e. g. responsibility and renging, tend to adopt a view of
exceptionalism to maintain and expand the improper interest of the quanzi members.

To realise the corruption fission, however, it also needs multiple tactics to effectively couple
the above two dynamics. The corrupt actors adopt differing exchange tactics based on the stage
characteristics of the corruption fission. The corruption fission consists of four stages, i. e.
choosing the exchange actors, investing in the exchange relationship, balancing the exchange
power and finally establishing the exchange order. Therefore, corrupt actors choose the corrupt
exchange parties through risk assessment and tentative social exchange tactics, enter into the "my
family” quanzi through simulantintimate and service penetration tactics and enhance the
awareness of interest community through coexistence tactics. A corrupt exchange order is the
result of the comprehensive use of those tactics. This micro social order generates self-support
norms and logics, which, in turn, facilitate the institutionalization of the corruption fission.

To curb the corruption fission in China, it requires integrated measures. Firstly, it hinges on
the perfection of the power restriction and supervision system that aims to avoid
overconcentration of power and secure the publicity of decision-making. Secondly, we must
enhance the corruption cost and implement the consistent punishments on the briber and bribee.
Thirdly, the rule of law should be promoted to prevent the permeation of kinship and renging to
the public power area.

Key words: corruption; fission; corruption networks; social exchange

§ No. 1) , S

o , : (D)



2
b
b b o
b o
Y
, o 20 s
[2] ( )
b b Y b
O,
’ b b
Q,
b . b
b N A b
®
o b b
(D ;(2)
(3 3 (4) )
b
“
o b
»[3]13
9 o
“
H
4138
S (D :(2)
( ) S
b b o b
b o
b b o Y
b b
[©) : T. Gong,"” Dangerous Collusion: Corruption as a Collective Venture in Contemporary China,”

Communist and Post-Communist Studies,Vol. 35,No. 1(2002) , pp. 85-103; S. Shieh,” The Rise of Collective Corruption in
China: The Xiamen Smuggling Case,” Journal of Contemporary China, Vol. 14, No. 42 (2005), pp. 67-91; O. Yu,

”Corruplion in China’s Economic Reform: A Review of Recent Observations and Explanalions,” Crime, Law and Social

Change ,Vol. 50,No. 3(2008) ,pp. 161-176; 4 — — s
(§ »2000 6 . 2326 { Y« ( ) $2001 1
., 99-104 § N - Y« »2005
2, 21-26 4 Y« »2000 12, 3642 4
R Y« »2006 3 ., 5360
® : { Y K« »2008 9 , 119-124 4
s K« »2011 2, 185-193 4 : .
— Y« ( )»2011 1, 8792 4
: s« »2010 9 , 81-84
[©) : H. Hung,"”Normalized Collective Corruption in a Transitional Economy: Small Treasuries in Large

(“ » »

Chinese Enterprises,” Journal of Business Ethics s Vol. 79,No. 1(2008 ), pp. 69-83;
Y « »2010 1, 93105 4 —
Y K« »2011 5 . 6773



o b ’
H ’
L6l ,
’ b 2
[7],
’ b ’
b b o
[8]
b o Y b
’ ] b
’ o
, : ; (joint
9
goods) , ; [9]
’ o
’ : 3
o b
o
A}
o
o b
“ ”»
o ’
’ o
[5]
o ’

’ ° ’ ’
° ’ ’
~ ’ ’
o s :
1) 1) ~ H 1)
’ ° ’
’ °
’ ° ’
°
° ’

[10]



o
”

’

’

~

~
[14]
°
’
]

[11]

[1

3

]

»[12]




43

10
N
o
N N

b
o
o ’

°
’
’
’
b
o ’
b Y
b
[15]
o
b
b
o

@)

’
’
(2)
’
[14]

[16]

[4]

[8]

”»

”»



11

3

4

(emergent properties) ,

[4]36
o

[18]

”»

o]



12

43

”»

: (D

”»

3



2 13
[ ]
[1] : ( No. 1), : ,2012 . [Li Qiufang(ed.), A Report on
Combating Corruption and Upholding Integrity in China No. 1, Beijing: Social Sciences Academic Press,2012. ]
[2] : : P 91995 5 , 3034 , [Wang Huning,

[3]
[4]

[5]

L7]

[8]
[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[16]

[17]
[18]

[19]

[20]

"Characteristics and Trends of the Current Corruption: Policy Choice,” Journal of Social Sciences, No. 5
(1995), pp. 30-34. |

G. C. Homans. Social Behavior: Its Elementary Forms. New York: Harcourt. Brace and World.1961.
L] « M. : Vs s : ,2008 ., [P. M. Blau,
Exchange and Power in Social Life, trans. by Li Guowu, Beijing: The Commercial Press, 2008. ]

K. S. Cook &. J. M. Whitmeyer, " Two Approaches to Social Structure; Exchange Theory and Network
Analysis, " Annual Review of Sociology.Vol. 18,No. 1(1992), pp. 109-127.

L. D. Molm, N. Takahashi & G. Peterson, " Risk and Trust in Social Exchange: An Experimental Test of
a Classical Proposition, " American Journal of Sociology ,Vol. 105, No. 5(2000), pp.1396-1427.

E. J. Lawler & J. Yoon, "Commitment in Exchange Relations: Test of a Theory of Relational Cohesion, ”
American Sociological Review,Vol. 61,No. 1(1996), pp. 89-108.

R. M. Emerson, "Power-dependence Relations, " American Sociological Review,Vol. 27,No. 1(1962), pp. 31-41.

E. ]. Lawler & L. Hipp. "Corruption as Social Exchange, " in S. R. Thye &. E. J. Lawler (ed.), Advances
in Group Processes :Vol. 27, Bingley:Emerald Group Publishing Limited,2010, pp. 269-296.

: ( : P4 »2008 20, 3839 ., [Guo Yong, "Collective
Corruption: A Dangerous Adverse Trend, " People’s Tribune , No. 20(2008) , pp. 38-39. ]
. : ( — PEX »2012 2

62-65 . [Zhang Yongmei & Liu Zixin, " Corrupt Behaviour within the Chinese Renging Networks: Based
on the Analysis of Sense of Debt, " Lanzhou Academic Journal, No.2(2012), pp. 62-65. ]

: D, : ,1998 . [Fei Xiaotong, Earthbound China ,
Reproductive System ,Beijing: Peking University Press, 1998. ]

: : s . :( :

Ve : ,1993 . 87-142 ., [Yang Guoshu, "Chinese People’s Social Orientation: The
View of Social Interaction,” in Yang Guoshu & Yu Anbang Ceds.), Chinese People’s Psychology and
Behawvior: Concepts and Methods , Taipei:Guiguan Book Company,1993,pp. 87-142. ]

: ( : s :( Vs : ,1988

., 7-55 , [Hwang Kwang-kuo,” Human Emotion and Face: The Chinese Power Game,” in Hwang
Kwang-kuo(ed. ), The Chinese Power Game , Taipei; Chuliu Publisher, 1988, pp. 7-55. |
K. S. Cook & R. M. Emerson,”Exchange Networks and the Analysis of Complex Organizations, " Research
in the Sociology of Organizations, Vol.3, No.4(1984), pp. 1-30.

T. N. Bauer & S. G. Green,” Development of Leader-member Exchange: A Longitudinal Test,”Academy
of Management Journal ,Vol.39,No. 6(1996),pp. 1538-1567.
F. L. K. Hsu, Americans and Chinese . Passage to Di f ferences ,Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1981.

(e 7, PN 21999 2, 3852 , [Yang Yiyin, " 'One of
Us': A Case Study of the Process of Trust’s Construction, "Sociological Studies, No. 2(1999), pp. 38-52. ]
E. J. Lawler, " An Affect Theory of Social Exchange, " American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 107, No. 2
(2001), pp. 321-352.
E. J. Lawler, S. R. Thye &. J. Yoon, "Social Exchange and Micro Social Order, " American Sociological
Review, Vol. 73, No. 4(2008), pp. 519-542.



