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MARXIST SOCIOLOGY

A Discussion about The Renaissance of Groupology ( qunxue) —Begining
with Yan Fu's Hidden Scars «c-cceeeeeeereenenemnrmeneneanen Jing Tiankui 1

Abstract: Based on the conceptual and proposition framework of groupology( qunxue)
this paper puts forward that the essence of groupology includes four aspects: tend-o—
group able-to-group good-at-group and happy-for-group. Humanistism conformability
coherence and practicality are the four characteristics of groupology. Groupology shares
common research objects and research fields with the Western sociology to some extent
and also has similar perspective and method of proving theory by experience. This paper
argues that groupology will be revitalized among the contention of diverse schools of

thought worldwide in the 21st century.

Marxism Sociology: Breaking the Barrier Between Positivism and

Interpretation ............................................. Wang Xiaozhang 23

Abstract: Positivistic sociology holds that the operation of human society is subject to the
same constant law as the natural law thus falling into the trap of “historical determinism”.
The understanding sociology rejects the concept of positivistic sociology which pays
attention to the role of human will and motivation in the social and historical field but falls
into the trap of the agnosticism of irrationality. Unfortunately positivistic sociology and
understanding sociology make the same mistake in expelling value judgment and moral
evaluation from the legitimate domain of sociology. The historical idea of Marxism confirms
the inevitability in the course of social development which means the necessary conditions
for the emergence and existence of events must be met otherwise this kind of things cannot
appear or continue to exist. In other words not all other possibilities of historical
development have been ruled out in the view of the historical idea of Marxism. This
inevitability is not incompatible with free will so as to avoid the agnosticism of irrationality
and historical determinism. At the same time Marxism’s commitment to liberty— “human
emancipation”—helped it bypass the quagmire of relativism. These characteristics shaped

the basic characters of Marxist sociology from two aspects of experience and normativity and
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laid the foundation of the basic spirit of Marxism sociology namely scientificity and liberty

which distinguished it from the so-called “sociological Marxism”.

MONOGRAPHIC STUDY

The Sociology of Art

The Subcultural Style of the Early Elderly Square Dancing Groups: Signifying
Bricolage and Homology — «++++++eeeeeeeeereremmmmmmniii, Zhou Yi 40

Abstract: From the perspectives of signifying bricolage and homology this study
analyzes the subcultural characteristics of the early elderly “Square Dancing” groups

which emerged over the past one or two decades in China. Based on focus group
interviews and participant observation of 11 square dancing groups in downtown Shanghai

the author draws on the theoretical perspective of the subculture theory of the Birmingham
School revealing that: (1) In the signifying practices the subcultural presentation of the
Square Dancing groups integrate the elements of the mainstream cultures of different
periods. (2) The bricolage between mainstream culture and subculture is embodied by
the coexistence of multiple “generation ideologies” i.e. the bricolage of traditional and
modern values as well as of the mainstream cultures of different generations. The
bricolage between mainstream culture and subculture is also embodied by the interwoven
rebellion and subordination behaviors including contention and compromise in striving for
space resistance to loneliness and subordination to the collective and the mixture of the
“red songs” and “the little apple” when choosing songs. (3) The objective of bricolage is
homology where values body experiences excitement and native identification consist
of the intimate homology between dancing and the early elder females. That is to say the
emergence of the Square Dancing groups reignites some core values of females who were
born in the 1950s and 1960s and also stands for the expectation for and participation in

an alternative community after they retreated from workplace.

The Visual Arts in the Home of Chinese Middle-Clas: Occupational Status
Groups Abstract Art and Self-Presentation = «+e+ee-eeeeeees Fang Jun 66

Abstract: Using surveys interviews and ethnographic data this article examines
emerging Chinese middle-class families” presentation of art in their home in addition to
their reception and consumption of abstract art. The author argues that class attributes
(i.e. income and education) cannot predict the differences in art consumption among

the Chinese middle class. Regarding ownership of abstract art in the home symbolic
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